
 

 

IMMIGRATION ALERT! 

  
The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) now requires that certain foreign 
nationals already present in the United States appear before an INS officer to 
undergo special registration procedures; depending on nationality of the foreign 
national, the registration deadline is either December 16, 2002 or January 10, 
2003. 

Who Must Register 

Any male born on or before November 15, 1986 and who is a national (i.e., born in) or citizen of 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, or Syria must register with the INS by December 16, 2002 if ALL of 
the following apply: 

• currently in any immigration status EXCEPT that of A or G nonimmigrant, lawful 
permanent resident (green card), asylee, or applicant for asylum (application made on or 
before November 6, 2002)  

• most recent admission to the U.S. was on or before September 10, 2002  
• will remain in U.S. until December 16, 2002 or beyond 

 In addition, any male born on or before December 2, 1986 and who is a national (i.e., born in) or 
citizen of Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Eritrea, Lebanon, Morocco, North Korea, Oman, Qatar, 
Somalia, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, or Yemen must register with the INS by January 10, 
2003 if ALL of the following apply: 

• currently in any immigration status EXCEPT that of A or G nonimmigrant, lawful 
permanent resident (green card), asylee, or applicant for asylum (application made on or 
before November 22, 2002)  

• most recent admission to the U.S. was on or before September 30, 2002  
• will remain in U.S. until January 10, 2003 or beyond 

It does not appear that dual nationality or citizenship affects the registration requirement. 
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Registration Process 

Those who must register are required to appear at a designated INS office before an INS officer 
to complete the registration process, which will include, among other things, an interview under 
oath, fingerprinting, photographing, and the presentation of acceptable proof of status and 
residence (see Required Documents). Go to http://www.ins.gov/graphics/lawsregs/fr110602.pdf 
for a copy of the government notice that contains a listing of the designated INS offices. Note 
that registration is an annual process: Any person who registered is required to reregister in every 
subsequent year within 10 days of the original registration date. 

Required Documents 

To comply with the proof of status and residence requirements, the following documents should 
be taken to the registration interview: 

• passport (or any other repatriation/travel documents held if no passport)  
• Form I-94 or I-94W issued upon last admission to U.S.  
• any other government issued form(s) of identification  
• if living in the US: land title, mortgage documents, or rental/lease agreement  
• if visiting the US: statement from host, hotel address/bill, company housing info, or 

other  accommodations details  
• proof of employment (especially if status is employment based)  
• proof of matriculation and good-standing at educational institution (especially if status is 

school-sponsored)  
• any other related documents felt to be helpful, relevant, or necessary to confirm or clarify 

residency or status 

Obtaining Further Information 

A copy of the government notice about this new registration requirement may be obtained on the 
INS website at http://www.ins.gov/graphics/lawsregs/fr110602.pdf.  
 
 
 

Seyfarth Shaw's Business Immigration Group provides periodic Immigration Alerts about 
noteworthy developments in the business immigration field. The information that we provide is 
of a general nature and should not be interpreted as legal advice applicable to a specific factual 
situation. If you have questions about the information contained in this Immigration Alert or 
would like to know more about Seyfarth Shaw's Business Immigration Group and our inbound 
and outbound visa processing capabilities, please contact either of our co-chairs: Jim King in 
Atlanta at jking@seyfarth.com or Russell Swapp in Boston at rswapp@seyfarth.com. If you 
would like to receive notice about future Immigration Alerts, please go to the navigation bar and 
click "Subscribe" under the Immigration Updates section. 

 


