
• David M. Schwarz/
Architectural Services, Inc.
has named Sean Patrick
Nohelty, AIA, LEED®AP, an
associate. Nohelty has been
with the firm since June 1997
and is currently the job captain
on the new Le Bonheur
Children’s Medical Center in
Memphis. He also serves 
as the firm’s Employee Recruiting Coordinator and
Traveling Fellowship Program Coordinator. • Construction
is scheduled to begin in March on two office buildings
designed by Still & Svitchan Associates, PC, for LCOR
Incorporated. The buildings, totaling 130,000 square
feet, will be located on prominent corners in the Carlyle
Development in Alexandria. The firm is also completing

the design of the Regional Training Institute for the
Army National Guard at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. The
112,000 square foot campus-like facility will be the first
project to be built by the Guard to seek a U.S. Green
Building Council LEED Gold rating.

MARCH 2006

MEMBER NEWS

AIA DC  NEWS
11

MARCH 2006

MEMBER NEWS BUSINESS NEWS

AIA DC  NEWS
10

Digital rendering of Carlyle Development office building by Still & Svitchan Associates, PC.
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Send Us Your News

Send your press releases, news items, and images by e-mail to
mtardif@aiadc.com. Submit photos as high-resolution digital
images (jpg or tif). Provide the name of the copyright holder, 
and confirm that AIA/DC has the copyright holder’s permission
to publish the image. E-mail attachments should not exceed 
5 MB per e-mail message. Send larger digital files on CD to:

1777 Church Street, NW
Washington, DC  20036

Sean Nohelty, AIA, LEED®AP

Architects May Qualify for 
New Income Tax Break
by David A. Blake, Esq.

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 established 
a new tax break under the Internal Revenue Code (Section
199), which permits qualifying taxpayers to claim a deduction
for, among other things, certain construction and architectural
services performed within the United States. For 2005, the
deduction is equal to three percent of the lesser of the taxpayer’s
taxable income or qualified production activities income as
defined in Section 199 of the Code. The percentage increases
to six percent for years 2006-2009, and nine percent for 2010
and thereafter.

In general, three criteria must be satisfied to qualify 
for the tax deduction. First, the construction or architectural
services must relate to one of the following: real property
(such as residential and commercial buildings), inherently
permanent structures, inherently permanent land improvements,
or infrastructure. Second, the services must be performed by
a taxpayer engaged in a construction trade or business, such
as general contractors, certain specialty subcontractors, and
architects or engineers. Third, the services cannot be purely
tangential to construction. For example, hauling debris or
transporting material does not qualify unless performed by 
a taxpayer that is otherwise responsible for some portion of
the construction of the project.

Activities performed by architects that may qualify for
the deduction generally consist of professional architectural
services performed in the United States, such as consulting,
planning, designing, preparing drawings and specifications,
and supervising construction activities (for purposes of assuring
compliance with plans, specifications and designs) in connection
with construction projects located in the United States.

The deduction is subject to various limitations based
upon, among other things, the type of business entity that
provides the construction or architectural services. Like many
tax regulations, the application of Internal Revenue Code
Section 199 is very complex. The intent of this article is to
bring this potential tax break to your attention so that you
may raise the issue with your accountant to determine if 
you are entitled to this deduction based upon the specifics 
of your situation.

David Blake is a partner in the Washington, DC office of
Seyfarth Shaw LLP. and a professional affiliate of AIA/DC. He
specializes in the representation of design professionals, owners and
contractors in the construction industry. Mr. Blake also holds a
degree in architecture from The Catholic University of America. 

This article should not be construed as legal advice or a legal
opinion on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are
intended for general information purposes only. Any tax information
or advice contained herein is not intended to be used, and cannot 
be used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding tax penalties.

In Memoriam: 
Thomas W.D.
Wright, FAIA

Thomas William Dunstan
Wright, FAIA, 1969 president of
the Washington Chapter/AIA,
died February 18 at the age of 87.
Mr. Wright was born at the Grand
Hotel in Rome on January 12, 1919,
where his mother had traveled 
to establish a branch of the
American Red Cross following
World War I. He was raised in
Washington, where he graduat-
ed from the St. Albans School
for Boys in 1937. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts from Harvard
College in 1941 and immediately entered active duty in the U.S.
Naval Reserve, serving for five years as a Lieutenant Commander
of a minesweeper in the Mediterranean. He returned to Harvard
following his naval service and earned a Master of Architecture in 1950.

Upon graduation, he joined the local firm of Leon Brown
Architect, and three years later became a partner, at which time 
the firm became known as Brown & Wright Architects. He later
established the sole proprietorship of Thomas W.D. Wright, FAIA,
Architects before forming a new partnership in 1980, Wright and
Rubin Architects, PC, a firm he led until retiring in 2001 at the 
age of 82.

Throughout his career, Wright enjoyed a general practice that
enabled him and his firms to design private homes, 500-unit residential
developments, public housing, embassies, detention facilities,
schools, and restaurants. His notable works include the Wright
Residence (1956), Capitol View Plaza (1975), the Bancroft Elementary
School addition (1976), the D.C. Detention Facility (in joint venture
with Jack Thalmeimer and McDonald Williams) (1976), Congress
Park (1984), and alterations to the U.S. Chanceries in Oslo (1983),
Leningrad (1985), and Strasbourg (1985). His more recent work
included U.S. diplomatic properties in the Carribbean, Togo, Guinea,
and Nepal. His designs for the Robert Black House and the Roy J.
Britten House both earned Washington Chapter AIA/Evening Star
Awards, while his design for the Sheridan Terrace Housing earned
a Washington Board of Trade award.

In addition to his service as AIA/DC chapter president, Wright
served on the Georgetown Board of Architects, the U.S. Commission
of Fine Arts, the D.C. Commission for the Arts, and the D.C.
Commissioner’s Planning and Urban Renewal Advisory Council.

Mr. Wright was twice widowed. His wife of 46 years, Penelope
Ladd Wright, died in 1988; his wife of four years, Anita Gordon,
died in 1999. He is survived by a son, Peter W.D. Wright, of
Deltaville, Pennsylvania; two daughters, the Rev. Felicity Wright 
of El Cerrito, California, and Allegra Wright of Charles Town, West
Virginia; a sister; four grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
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