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In Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia, there are
significant, adverse legal consequences to practicing architecture,
attempting to practice architecture, or even claiming to be an
architect without a valid architecture license.

In Maryland, a person may not practice architecture unless
licensed by the Maryland State Board of Architects. Similarly,
absent such a license, a person may not represent to the public by
use of a title such as “architect,” “licensed architect,” or “regis-
tered architect” that he or she is authorized to practice architecture.
A person who violates these statutory provisions is guilty of a
misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of up to $3,000 and/or
imprisonment of up to one year. In determining the penalty, the
Board will consider the following factors: 1) the seriousness of
the violation; 2) the harm caused by the violation; 3) the good
faith of the violator; 4) any history of previous violations by the
violator; and 5) any other relevant factors.

In Virginia, a person must hold a valid license prior to
engaging in the practice of architecture. Any person offering to
practice architecture without a license is guilty of a Class 1 misde-
meanor and is subject to a fine of up to $2,500 and/or a prison
term of not more than one year. Any subsequent violation during
a 36-month period constitutes a Class 6 felony, which may result
in imprisonment for a term of one to five years.

In the District of Columbia, no person shall engage in the
practice of architecture or use the title “architect,” “registered
architect,” “licensed architect,” or even “architectural designer”
unless that person is licensed to practice architecture. Any person

who violates this licensure requirement is subject to a fine of up
to $10,000 and/or imprisonment of up to one year.

Beyond the obvious, what constitutes a violation of these
statutes? An individual who works with the Maryland State
Board of Architects identified the following frequent situations
that are considered to be violations: interior designers who refer
to their services as “architecture;” design-build companies that
state they are providing “architectural design” or “architectural
services” when they do not employ licensed architects; and
licensed professional engineers who sign and seal architectural
drawings that should only be stamped by a licensed architect.
Evidence of violations are frequently found on corporate letterhead
and firm Web sites, so it would be worthwhile to review those
materials to verify that your firm conforms to the law.

Many architecture firms, in an effort to present the qualifications
of their employees to clients and prospective clients in the most
favorable light, will refer to certain staff members as “project
architects” or “staff architects” even when those individuals are
not actually licensed architects. These individuals may be highly
competent and have many years of experience, but unless they
are duly licensed, they and their employers should exercise great
care not to misrepresent their professional qualifications, as
doing so could unnecessarily increase a firm’s risk of an adverse
judgment in a professional liability suit, and expose the firm and
individual to severe penalties under state statutes. Moreover, it is
not in the interests of the architecture profession for architecture
firms to create confusion about the title “architect” among the
public. A better policy would be to encourage those staff members
eligible for licensure to complete their license requirements and
to provide incentives for them to do so.

David A. Blake, Esq., Assoc. AIA, LEED®AP, is a partner in
the Washington, DC office of Seyfarth Shaw LLP, where his practice
focuses on the representation of design professionals, owners, and 
contractors in the construction industry. Blake also holds a degree in
architecture from The Catholic University of America. Jamison L.
Weinbaum, Esq., is an associate in the Washington, DC office of
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, where his practice focuses on the representation of
owners and contractors in the construction industry, and contractors in
the federal procurement industry. The contents of this article are intended
for general information purposes only, and should not be construed as
legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances.
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Call for Nominations:
2006 Centennial Award
Established in 1988 to mark the Chapter’s 100th anniversary,
the Washington Chapter/AIA Centennial Award is the highest
honor the organization may bestow upon an individual
member. Each year, the president of the Chapter appoints a
distinguished jury, which may select one or more members 
it deems worthy of the award. A recipient must be an architect
whose contributions include at least ten years of outstanding
service to the profession, the community, and/or the
Washington Chapter/AIA. The award is not primarily
intended to recognize design ability, though excellence in
design may be among the selection criteria, if appropriate.
The award is conferred at the Chapter’s Annual Awards Gala.

Any architect member or emeritus member of the
Washington Chapter/AIA may be nominated for this honor.
A nominee must have been actively engaged in the practice
of architecture at some point in his/her career. Nominees will
be evaluated on the basis of their contributions to the profession,
the Chapter, and/or the community over a period of at least
10 years.

The selection jury will meet in September to consider
nominations for this award. Any assigned member of the
Washington Chapter may nominate any other member who
meets the eligibility requirements. Nominations must include a
brief statement of the nominee’s qualifications. Nominations
must be made in writing (nominations by fax will not be accepted)
and must be received by 5 p.m., Monday, September 18, 2006,
at the Chapter House, 1777 Church Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20036. Please indicate on the outside of the envelope that
the material is for the Centennial Award Jury.

Call for Entries:
2006 Pro Bono Publico Awards
The Washington Architectural Foundation announces the ninth
annual awards competition recognizing design professionals’
pro bono contributions to the visual and spatial environment of
Washington DC. Project entries may be works of architecture,
landscape architecture, interior design, urban design, or graphic
design. Pro bono work must have been performed for a not-for-
profit public-interest client in the greater Washington area.
Professional service fees charged to the client by the submitting
firm must have been at least 25 percent less than normally
charged for similar work.

Entrants should submit a written statement of no more
than two double-spaced pages, outlining the project’s program
and explaining the strategies for achieving the design solution.
The statement must include the name of the client, the project’s
name and location, and a brief explanation of the client’s mission.
In addition, the entry should offer evidence that the design has
proved beneficial to the intended users. Entrants may provide
letters of commendation or other evidence to support such
claims. Entrants also should provide photographs and plans
sufficient to evaluate the completed project, product, or installation.
All materials should be placed in a standard 8 1/2 x 11-inch
binder or file folder. After winners have been selected, submitted
materials will be available at the Foundation for retrieval. 

The selection jury will meet in September 2006 to consider
submissions for this award. Entries will be reviewed by a jury
of three design professionals, one non-design representative of
the Foundation’s board of directors, and an individual active in
the not-for-profit public-interest community. Entries addressed
to the Washington Architectural Foundation must be received
by 5 p.m., Monday, September 18, 2006, at 1777 Church Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20036. Winners will be notified shortly
after the completion of the jury’s review. Awards will be 
conferred at the Annual Awards Gala in October.

David Blake, Esq.

 




