
IMMIGRATION ALERT 
 
 
All Visa Waiver Program Users Required to have Machine Readable Passport as of 
June 26, 2005 

 
Starting June 26, 2005, all foreign nationals who wish to enter the U.S. 
via the Visa Waiver Program (“VWP”) must possess a Machine Readable 
Passport (“MRP”).  There will be no exceptions to this rule. 

The VWP is frequently used by foreign nationals who wish to enter the 
U.S. to conduct business or visit as a tourist.   The VWP allows entry un-
der the B “Visitor Visa” category without possession of an actual B Visa 
stamp in a passport.  Only foreign nationals of twenty-seven designated 
countries may participate in the VWP: 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently, VWP participants are allowed a one-time exemption from the MRP rule.  This 
exemption will no longer be available as of June 26, 2005.  If a foreign national cannot ob-
tain an MRP by June 26, 2005, he or she must obtain a B Visitor Visa from a U.S. consular 
post in order to enter the U.S. to conduct business or to visit as a tourist. 
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This change affects only visa waiver travel.  Applicants for visas at U.S. consular posts are not re-
quired to obtain MRPs, regardless of the category of visa being sought.  In addition, Canadian na-
tionals remain visa-exempt for all visa categories and are not affected by the new MRP require-
ment. 

The MRP requirement – authorized under Section 417 of the USA Patriot Act of 2001 – is in-
tended to enhance U.S. security. 

What is an MRP? 

MRPs generally contain two lines of scannable characters at the bottom of the biographical infor-
mation page as illustrated in the sample below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MRPs typically have biodata for only one traveler in the machine-readable zone; as a result, fami-
lies with one or more children included on a parent’s passport may be denied visa-free entry into 
the U.S. if the biodata for only one traveler is machine-readable. 

The United States has issued MRPs to its citizens for more than 20 years.  Many VWP countries 
began issuing MRPs by the mid-1990s, though some countries (including Belgium, Switzerland, 
Italy, and Spain) have only recently begun to issue MRPs. 



Seyfarth Shaw's Business Immigration Group provides periodic information alerts about noteworthy develop-
ments in the business immigration field. The information that we provide is of a general nature and should not 
be interpreted as legal advice applicable to a specific factual situation. If you have questions about the informa-
tion contained in this Immigration Alert or would like to know more about Seyfarth Shaw's Business Im-
migrtion Group and our inbound and outbound visa processing capabilities, please visit our website, 
www.immstar.com, or contact a member of the Business Immigration Group:  Jim King (jking@seyfarth.com) 
in Atlanta; Russell Swapp (rswapp@seyfarth.com) or Dyann DelVecchio (ddelvecchio@seyfarth.com) in Bos-
ton; Ric Fischer (ffischer@seyfarth.com) in Chicago; Michael Murray (mmurray@seyfarth.com) in New York; 
or Howard Hobbs (hhobbs@seyfarth.com) in DC.  If you would like to receive our Immigration Alerts, please 
contact Sarah Compton via e-mail at scompton@seyfarth.com. Thank you.  
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