
Michelle Honey, AIA, director of architecture, engineer-
ing, and construction for The George Washington University
(GW), is the sole AIA/DC member who will be elevated to
AIA fellowship at the AIA’s annual convention in Los Angeles
in June. For over 12 years, Honey has played a key role in the
growth of the university’s Foggy Bottom campus and the revi-
talization of the surrounding Foggy Bottom neighborhood.

Prior to her arrival at GW in 1994, the university was an
institution without a distinct physical identity. It was possible for
people to walk through the urban campus with little or no aware-
ness of the presence of the university. Through her stewardship
and design coordination of more than 1,100 renovation and
new construction projects, a vibrant university campus has
emerged from the previous collection of faceless buildings and
undefined outdoor spaces. Ninety streetscape amenity projects
have created active public spaces and helped define the boundaries
of the campus while preserving the public nature of the urban
environment. A consistent and coherent vision has allowed the
university to grow incrementally without radically altering the
physical environment and disrupting the living patterns of
surrounding neighbors.

Honey earned Bachelor of Building Science and Bachelor of
Architecture degrees from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
1971 and 1972, respectively, and is a registered architect in the
State of Maryland. She earned an Executive Master of Business
Administration degree from Georgetown University in 1995.

Honey’s responsibilities have required that she successfully
enlist, consult, and coordinate with many parties, including
alumni donors, DC zoning officials, the U.S. Commission of
Fine Arts, the university’s neighbors, architects, contractors,

and workers in the field,
addressing conflicting interests
by remaining focused on a clear
vision for the university and the
community. She has generously
shared the knowledge she has
acquired with others—from
students to colleagues to insti-
tutional leaders—contributing
frequently to a national dialogue
on energizing and developing
university campuses and their
neighborhoods.

Honey’s work has extended beyond the university’s main
campus to encompass GW’s 60-acre Loudoun County, Virginia,
campus and the campus of the former Mount Vernon College in
the DC Palisades neighborhood, working with the university’s
consulting architects to develop an expressive vernacular for
each campus. While many factors contribute to the success of a
university, it is not merely coincidental that during her tenure
GW has increasingly attracted more competitive students and
more talented faculty, and that the Loudoun campus has become
a nationally recognized research and academic center. In support
of her fellowship nomination, Frederick Linstrom, Assistant
Secretary of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, wrote, “Michelle
Honey is a dedicated architect and committed professional who
has worked to ensure that GW [design and construction] projects
make a positive and significant contribution not only to the
University, but also to the Foggy Bottom neighborhood, and,
most important, to the overall fabric of the city.”
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David Metzger Becomes Fifth AIA/DC “Double Fellow”

Michelle Honey Elevated to AIA Fellowship

On April 1 at the 2006 CSI Convention in Las Vegas, David
Metzger, FAIA, principal of DC-based Heller & Metzger, PC,
was invested as a Fellow of the Construction Specifications
Institute. Fellowship is among CSI's highest honors. CSI Fellows
are nominated by their colleagues and selected by CSI's Jury of
Fellows in recognition of their accomplishments in advancing
construction technology, improving construction specifications,
educating people in the construction industry, or advancing the
goals of the Institute. Only 365 CSI members have been elevated
to Fellowship in the organization’s 58-year history. Metzger is
only the 26th person to be honored as a Fellow of both the AIA
and CSI. Of these 26 “double fellows,” five, now including
Metzger, are members of the Washington Chapter AIA. The
other four are Leon Chatelain, FAIA, FCSI; the late Everett
Spurling, FAIA, FCSI; Mortimer Marshall, FAIA, FCSI; and
Bob Molseed, FAIA, FCSI.

The firm of Heller & Metzger was founded by Barbara Heller,
FAIA, in 1982 as Heller & Associates. Metzger joined the firm in
1989 following nineteen years practicing and teaching architecture.
He was an associate with Hellmuth Obata & Kassabaum
(HOK) and Perkins & Will, and director of production for
Swanke Hayden Connell Architects. His experience includes work
on a wide range of building types. He has served as a senior lecturer
at Thames Polytechnic School of Architecture in London and
assistant professor at the Oklahoma State University School
of Architecture.

Heller & Metzger has been
at the forefront of developing
customized specifications suited
to the demanding and unique
designs of their clients. The
firm has prepared over 600
project manuals for a wide range
of institutional, commercial,
educational, performing arts,
historic renovation, interior,
residential and transportation
facilities, representing a cumu-
lative construction budget of
over $6 billion. In its twenty-three year history, Heller &
Metzger have worked with more than forty design firms,
including the firms of three AIA Gold Medal winners.

David Metzger’s service to the profession includes serving
as a contributing author of Architectural Graphic Standards, 7th
Edition, and membership on the AIA Masterspec Architectural
Review Committee since 1991, which he chaired from 2002–2003.
He is a registered architect in the State of Maryland and holds
NCARB Certification, and currently serves as treasurer of
Specifications Consultants in Independent Practice (SCIP).
He received his Bachelor of Architecture with Distinction from
the University of Michigan in 1968, and an M.S. in
Architectural Science from Cornell University in 1970.

The Revised ADAAG: Do You Need to Follow It Now?
by David A. Blake, Esq.

The Federal Register states that significant revisions to
the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines
(ADAAG) are effective as of September 21, 2004, so as a licensed
professional you are required to follow them now, right?
Wrong. Under Title III of the ADA, new public accommodations
and commercial facilities must be designed so that they are
readily accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities.
In 1991, the Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board (the Access Board) published accessibility
guidelines titled ADA Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings
and Facilities (ADAAG). Later that year, the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ) adopted ADAAG as the design standard for
determining compliance with Title III of the ADA.

On July 23, 2004, the Access Board published comprehensive
revisions to the ADAAG in the Federal Register and stated
that the revisions become effective September 21, 2004
(revised ADAAG). Understandably, this may have caused
you to believe that you needed to start following the revised
ADAAG as of that date. But the Access Board does not have
regulatory or enforcement authority. The Revised ADAAG
does not become an enforceable standard until such time as
DOJ adopts it, which it has not yet done and is not anticipated
to do until this summer or later.

Although it is difficult to predict when the revised
ADAAG will become an enforceable standard, it is clear that
you do not need to follow it now to comply with the ADA.
And though many professionals might want to begin complying
with the revised ADAAG in order to “get ahead of the game,”
that strategy could result in serious problems. To the extent
that the revised ADAAG is more lenient than the ADAAG for
particular technical requirements, following the revised
ADAAG now could actually result in violations of the ADA.

David Blake, a professional
affiliate of AIA/DC, is a partner 
in the Washington, D.C. office of
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, where his
practice focuses on the representation
of design professionals, owners,
and contractors in the construction
industry. Blake also holds a degree
in architecture from The Catholic
University of America. The
contents of this article are intended
for general information purposes only, and should not be construed as
legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances.
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