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USCIS Announces New System for Confirming Filing 
Eligibility for Adjustment of Status Applicants 

By Gabriel Mozes, Jason Burritt, and Maura Travers

In accordance with significant procedural revisions announced in September and implemented by the Department of State 
(DOS) with the publication of the revised October 2015 Visa Bulletin, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has 
confirmed a new system for determining when individuals may file Adjustment of Status applications each month. 

Up until recently, the DOS Visa Bulletin contained just one set of dates to determine when an individual would be eligible to 
file his/her Adjustment of Status (or green card) application with USCIS.  The category was titled “Application Final Action 
Date.”  Once an individual’s priority date became “current” under the Application Final Action Date - meaning a green card 
number was available for the individual - the individual was permitted to file the green card application with USCIS, receive 
ancillary work authorization and travel benefits, and then wait for USCIS to adjudicate the green card application. 

The recent procedural revisions have created a second set of dates called the “Dates for Filing Visa Applications.”  The 
purpose of this second set of dates is to allow foreign nationals to file Adjustment of Status applications with USCIS prior to 
green card number availability.  In theory, once an individual’s  priority date becomes current under the “Dates for Filing Visa 
Applications” category, USCIS will adjudicate the ancillary applications for employment and travel documents and wait for 
the applicant’s “Application Final Action Date” to become current before adjudicating the Adjustment of Status application. 

What’s new?

USCIS confirmed that, beginning with the November 2015 DOS Visa Bulletin, applicants will only be eligible to utilize the 
monthly “Dates for Filing Visa Applications” if USCIS determines there are more immigrant visas available for a fiscal year 
than there are known applications. USCIS anticipates making this determination uniquely each month and posting the 
relevant chart on its website within one week after DOS’ publication of that month’s Visa Bulletin. If USCIS does not provide 
additional information during a given month, applicants must follow the “Application Final Action Dates” for filing guidance. 

How will this change impact applicants?

Typically, DOS releases the Visa Bulletin around the ninth day of each month. Because USCIS anticipates confirming the 
“Dates for Filing Visa Applications” within one week after the DOS’ Visa Bulletin announcement, applicants must wait until 
the middle of each month to determine whether Adjustment of Status applications may be filed during the upcoming month. 
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As both the “Application Final Action Dates” and the “Dates for Filing Visa Applications” are subject to change each month, 
applicants will have less time to gather the documents required to prepare and file Adjustment of Status applications each 
month. 

According to USCIS’ recent announcement, applicants will be eligible to file Adjustment of Status applications from 
November 1st through November 30th pursuant to the “Dates for Filing Visa applications.” These dates are consistent with 
the filing dates enumerated in the revised October 2015 Visa Bulletin. 

Seyfarth Shaw LLP’s Immigration Group closely monitors Visa Bulletin developments and will provide updates as necessary.

Gabriel Mozes is a partner in Seyfarth’s Boston and Atlanta offices, Jason Burritt is a partner in the firm’s New York and 
Washington, D.C. offices, and Maura Travers is an attorney in the firm’s Boston office. If you would like further information, 
please contact your Seyfarth attorney, Gabriel Mozes at gmozes@seyfarth.com, Jason Burritt at jburritt@seyfarth.com, or 
Maura Travers at mtravers@seyfarth.com.
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